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“As a Catholic faith community we strive to unite as a
people of God whose life is centered in the Eucharist. We
seek to live the Gospel message of Jesus Christ, called to be
faithfulstewardsi of God’s gifts, growing in faith and

attending to the spiritual and social needs of all.”



ST. BONIFACE
125th
ANNIVERSARY

(Quoted from the Archdiocese
Dubuque 1837-2012 Jesus Alive
through 175 years edition.)

St. Boniface Parish, Ionia
has the dubious distinction
of having been hit by three
tornadoes. Catholics in the
Ionia area originally
attended parishes in
Charles City, Nashua, New
Hampton and North
Washington until 1897.
Construction on a new church began before Rev Michael McCarthy celebrated the first Mass at
St. Boniface on All Saints Day, 1899.

Parishioners and the people of the St. Boniface parish are resilience, and full of faith in handling
what over the years it was given. St. Boniface church was hit by three tornados.

In 1920, a tornado swept through Ionia, demolishing the church. During construction of a
replacement a second tornado in 1921, damaged the church, the rectory, and school. The rectory
was remodeled, and the school repaired. Mass was held in the church basement until the
superstructure was finished in 1936. In 1948, a tornado damaged the school building and caused
the death of a student. The church interior was decorated for the first time in 1958, and the
church kitchen modernized in 1962.

This 1s only a tidbit of the history of
St. Boniface Parish. We would like
to invite everyone to come celebrate
St. Boniface 125th Anniversary on
Saturday, October 26, 2024, at St.
Boniface Parish. We will have
Mass and meal to follow. Come
see, share stories, and join in our
family celebration of an amazing
history of faith, love and
commitment to the community of
believers.
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PROJECT FLO: BUILDING HOPE AND RESTORING HOMES WITHIN
CHICKASAW COUNTY




BY JAYDEN

Children of Good Shepherd Cluster had immense fun this Summer at Totus Tuus. Totus Tuus is a Catechetical
program which is led by 4-5 college students who help the kids grow in their Faith through songs, skits, class
sessions, and the Sacraments. We learned about the Apostles’ Creed and Glorious Ministries of the Rosary this
year. The Totus Tuus Missionaries broke down the Apostles’ Creed into our essential beliefs about Jesus and his
mission, i.e., he is the only Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, incarnated for the redemption of
humanity, and our anticipation for the final judgment and resurrection of humanity to glory with God.

I think most of the children would say their favorite parts of the whole week were the skits, songs, and the trip to
the pool. Right away in the morning when the kids are coming in half asleep the missionaries spike everyones’
attention with an interactive song and skit. Then it’s right off to their power learning sessions all excited to learn
about their faith. Mass offers us a nice break around midday to experience God’s grace and the reality of what
we’re learning about. After their afternoon power learning sessions they review everything they’ve learned
accompanied by a skit. On Friday after a long glorious week learning about Jesus and our faith we went to the
pool where the students enjoyed watching Father Jim jump off the high dive.

The evening program for our teens and young adults takes a more light hearted approach to sharing the faith.
Students enjoy playing games with the missionaries, after which they hear a witness talk of how one of the
missionaries grew in their faith. Throughout the week there is a chance for adoration and confession, this year we
were blessed to have Fr. Gregory Lambert, the newest priest of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, led us in adoration
and heard confessions. At the end of the evening we join together in praying with the church for the church in the
Liturgy of the Hours.

Upcoming Events

MORE INFORMATION CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

¢ Cluster Confirmation Mass, Sunday, September 15, at 10
am at Holy Family Parish Church.

» St. Boniface 125 Anniversary, October 26, starting at 6 pm
at St. Boniface

» All Saints Day Vigil Mass, October 31, at 6 pm at
Immaculate Conception

e All Saints Day Mass, November 1, at 8:30 am at Holy

Family Parish Church
e Thanksgiving Mass, November 28, 9 am @ St. Boniface




FORMED is available for the Good Shepherd Cluster Parish members free of charge!!!
This app is available on your mobile/tablet (iPhone, iPad, Amazon Fire Tablet, android Phone & Tablet),
computer (MacOS, Windows PC, Chrome OS) & TV using Amazon Fire TV, Roku, Apple TV). FORMED
brings beautiful & faithful Catholic content to parishes, families & individuals & much of the content is
bilingual. There is something for everyone here: award-winning studies & Parish programs, inspiring audio
content, movies, e-books and family-friendly kids’ programming. If you have any questions, please contact the
Pastoral Office at 641-394-2105.

FORMED

FORMED FOR OUR PARISH

LOG IN TO OUR PARISH ACCOUNT AND
ACCESS FORMED FOR FREE

€ Go to signup.formed.org.
© Type in our parish name.
© Enter your name and email.

© Download the Formed app by searching
“Formed Catholic” in the App Store.

Download the Formed App Today

Access Daily Reflections, award-winning studies and parish programs, inspiring
audio content, movies, e-books, and family-friendly kids’ programming from
over 100 content providers, all in one app. Download Formed today.

& DOWNOADON The
[ ¢ App Store

® Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never been

easier: at home, on the go, or from any internet-

connected device. Discover small group Bible

HERCHIHIOLICE TR studies, inspiring children’s shows, sacramental
ON DEMAND. 7 SN &

preparation resources, family-friendly movies, and

— more! There is something for every member of the

family and your Catholic community to help them

grow closer to Jesus Christ and his Church.

Register for a free Formed
account at signup.formed.org
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“ Good Shepherd Cluster
Address of Office
[+ l4gle1] New Hampton, IA 50659

CLUSTER

Visit our website: www.goodshepherdcluster.com

@  SEEK. SERVE. GROW.
Gr-d Spgtend

~ STAY IN THE KNOW

Weather it is checking on what has been happening around our cluster, looking at upcoming events,

or even checking when mass times are you can find it all on our socail media, app and website!
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